
Working Group on Materials for Collection 
Storage, Transport and Display (The Materials Working Group) 

 
DAY 1 - THURSDAY – February 8, 2018 

Museum Support Center 
 
8:00  Depart from Hotel 

[Holiday Inn Capitol; 550 C St, SW] 
 
8:30  Building check-in / Coffee           Cafeteria 

-Catered by Sweet Dee’s 
 -selection of pastries, fruit, teas, coffee, water 

MORNING SESSION 
9:15   Welcome                        MCI Theater 
  Becky Kaczkowski 
 
9:20   Opening Remarks                            MCI Theater 

Cathy Hawks & Pam Hatchfield 
 
9:40   Working Group Introduction and Introducing Colleagues         MCI Theater 
  Lisa Goldberg 
   
10:10  BREAK 
 
10:30-11:45 Lightning Round Presentations on the State of Affairs        MCI Theater  
  Group 1: Testing & Standards 
   Eric Breitung 
   Daniel Burge 
  Group 2: Materials Specifications 
   Ashley McGrew 
   Andrew Robb 
  Group 3: Resources & Dissemination 
   Jean Tétreault 
   Rachael Arenstein 
   Mary Coughlin & Joelle Wickens 
   
11:45  LUNCH BREAK                                  Cafeteria 
  -Catered by Sweet Dee’s  
   -build your own burger, cold sandwich option (tuna salad), vegetarian option (wraps) 
   

AFTERNOON SESSION 

1:15-2:30  Defining Working Groups & Break-Out Session                               MSC Library 
  Lisa Elkin  
       
2:30   BREAK  
 
2:45-4:30 Break-Out Session 2                           MSC Library 

  
4:45  Shuttle bus departs MSC to return to hotel          MSC Front Entrance   



DAY 2 – FRIDAY – February 9, 2018 

 Capital Gallery 
 

MORNING SESSION 
8:30 Arrival at Capital Gallery  

[600 Maryland Ave, SW (directly above L’Enfant Metro Station at 7th & Maryland Ave, SW exit)] 
   
9:00        Presentations on Break-Out Sessions                         7th Fl Conference Room
         
10:00 Discussion & Definition of Steps Moving Forward      
 
11:30  LUNCH with Wrap-Up Discussion                            
  
12:40 Shuttle bus departs Capital Gallery to transport to National Museum of Natural History 
 
Invited Participants (listed with suggested sub-committees):  
Resources & Dissemination (bibliographic and electronic)  
Lisa Elkin, American Museum of Natural History  
Rachael Arenstein, AIC e-Editor  
Lisa Goldberg, STASH Editor  
Mary Coughlin, The George Washington University and Chair, AIC Collection Care Network 
Dr. Joelle Wickens, Winterthur Museum & Gardens  
  
Materials Testing and Standards  
Cathy Hawks, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History  
Pam Hatchfield, MFA Boston  
Dr. Eric Breitung, Metropolitan Museum of Art  
Dr. Greg Smith, Indianapolis Museum of Art  
Dr. Chris Maines, National Gallery of Art  
Jean Tétrault, Canadian Conservation Institute  
Michael Skalka, National Gallery of Art  
Daniel Burge, Image Permanence Institute 
Susan Heald, National Museum of the American Indian 
Emily Kaplan, National Museum of the American Indian 
Dr. Gwénaëlle Kavich, Museum Conservation Institute 
Dr. Asher Newsome, Museum Conservation Institute
  
Materials Specifications  
Becky Kaczkowski, Museum Conservation Institute and Vice Chair, AIC Collection Care Network  
Carolyn Leckie, Canadian Museum of Nature  
Andrew Robb, Library of Congress  
Patty Silence, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation  
Vincent Beltran, Getty Conservation Institute  
T. Ashely McGrew, PACCIN representative 
Jennifer Bosworth, Freer & Sackler Galleries  

Chris Emo, Smithsonian Exhibits 
Chris Kirages, Smithsonian Exhibits 
Antje Neumann, National Museum of African American History & Culture 
 
Liaisons/Representatives  
Linda Ford, Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections  
Bill Tompkins, Smithsonian National Collections Program  
Carol Butler, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History  
Eryl Wentworth, Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation  
Dr. Eric Pourchot, Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation  
John Dunphy, University Products 



 

 

 

AFTERNOON “OPEN” SYMPOSIUM  
Q?rius Theater, NMNH  
 
12:50 Arrival at National Museum of Natural History  

[Entrance: 10th St. & Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20560] 
  – SI Staff will be present in lobby to help direct attendees 
   
 
1:00        Welcome                            Q?rius Theater  
  Bill Tompkins, Director, Smithsonian’s National Collection Program 
     
1:15 A Continuum of Care: The Trajectory of Research on Pollutants in the Museum Environment   
 Pamela Hatchfield, The Robert P. & Carol T. Henderson Head of Objects Conservation, 

 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
   
1:40  From Oddy Tests to Instrumental Analysis: New Approaches to Assessing Materials Used in Proximity  

to Artwork 
Dr. Greg Smith, Indianapolis Museum of Art 

    
2:05  Best Practices in Labelling Natural History Collections: A Case Study in Effective Material Selection 

Carolyn Leckie, Conservator, Canadian Museum of Nature 
    
2:30  BREAK 
 
3:00  Assessing the Environmental Performance of Museum Packing Cases 

Vincent Beltran, Assistant Scientist, Getty Conservation Institute 
    
3:25  Preventive Conservation at Colonial Williamsburg: Past, Present & Future 

Patricia Silence, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
     
3:50  Closing remarks                           
  Dr. Robert Koestler, Director, Smithsonian’s Museum Conservation Institute 
 


