Chinese Handscrolls Terminology

This terminology is specific to Chinese paintings conservation and may differ from those used by art historians or related fields. The English terms are meant as descriptors, not
direct translations of the Chinese. Where possible, it is recommended to use the transliteration of the Chinese terms.

Chinese terms in Terminology and Diagrams are written in the following order:
- Traditional Chinese (Pinyin, i.e. Romanized transcription, is provided in Terminology)
- Simplified Chinese

Chinese English Synonym Descriptions
% Shou juan Handscroll 1&#l Heng zhou FEAPEESEERERTAZ— ; EARGRER - BRREALAIAHE o
F5 et RIBEXEE ~ (B)FfRK - 518 - 20 - HWESEMI - KEZWIEE @ ol BiEeE
&% Heng juan BIEMNEEFS  ENEE OB KEN/NEFS -
w5

The handscroll is one of the commonly found mounting formats for Chinese paintings and
calligraphy. It is typically used for horizontal long works of art and is viewed from right to
left. The components of a handscroll typically include the opening section,
intermediary/secondary section(s), frontispiece, painting/calligraphy, colophon(s), and
end section. Handscrolls are often defined by their type of edge finishings which include
abutted edge, wrapped edge, and folded edge. Handscrolls can be described as either da

xiang (K$EFE) or xiao xiang (/)\#EF %) depending on whether all the primary
components have borders.

RIEF# axiang FEPIELH(GIE BONBR)EEREAENE  TPRSRELABE—BD
Da xiang shou juan anesere BEARSER—MET - ARNARFETENES - O TERREEH S
ARFE E—BEHRR -

The primary components of the handscroll (frontispiece, painting/calligraphy, colophon(s)
and end section) are surrounded by plain or patterned silk borders. This mounting style is
typically used when the primary components of a handscroll vary in height, but it can also
be seen on examples where all components are the same height. When the primary
components of a handscroll vary in height, the function of the silk borders is to equalize
their heights prior to mounting.

INEFE Xiao xiang FEPEEIH(5IE SONEE) L NERBEEZNE , 25 LT EEFEEY
Xiao xiang shou juan handscroll BENEE -
INEFE
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The primary components of the handscroll (frontispiece, painting/calligraphy, colophon(s)
and end section) do not have top and bottom silk borders. The edge finishing on xiao
xiang handscrolls is either abutted edge or wrapped edge.

1| X3 Tian tou Opening section FEIEHARARNER - BESE , ERB/NKE -
%\\\

The first section of the mounting, made from a patterned silk, facing the viewer when the
handscroll is unrolled. It is commonly greenish-blue, also known as “lake color” (hu se).

2| 51 (@) & vin shou Frontispiece FEURB-—RAFE _BRFKZENED - AREFSEN - BARHERSIE -
51 (D) & RERANELSLE - SRABHENZM - NEBRMAURRES -

The frontispiece is located between the first and second intermediary sections and is
used to write the title of the painting or a colophon. It is typically made from paper that is
colored, treated with wax or powder, and/or has decorative patterns. During the Ming

dynasty the term yin shou (5 &) was used; in the Republican era the term ying shou (38

) was also used.

3 | & Huaxin Painting/ BEUSAMEmAS  BEAMRIBER -
= Calligraphy
The painting or calligraphy, usually on silk or paper.
4 | #E2 Tuo wei End Section 4K Wei zhi HERZERARFEMNR - AZHEEOLALARKEE  EFERHER - EE—
itz ey | R SATERBEENRE AR ENER NSO E ; S—HERRRETRE
B+ Wei zhi OB AER  MRIEEBTIEMFESEE - DAIREZUGE -
B¥ EFERBER  ARTHESHIRZRBIUBIN - HZBRBRKEER -
f& Dan YRR T RIEEBLORIRERHNTF - M "I, BEEOMUENXF ; BSNEE
i ERAERAX T - B "B, - BERENENIRRFEZEMTME - M5I160)EF -

fRAK -~ 12 - EEELD -

The final section of the handscroll. It is a long blank space intended for inscribing
additional commentary and seals, and is made from multiple sheets of paper that are
joined together. This section also adds length to the handscroll, increasing the diameter
of the roll for preservation of the painting. If a handscroll has been remounted with the
inscribed sections separate from the end section and with intermediary sections
between, these are referred to as colophons. Colloquially, colophons may be referred to
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as ti ba (B2EK), but formally ti ba refers to inscriptions found anywhere on a handscroll.
The end section is then attached to the final intermediary section.

5 (1E) B®7K (zheng) Ge shui

Intermediary

(1E) B 5% (zheng) Ge jie

URFEEEED - 51()E ~ B0 -~ R - FIMAIERINRE S R&EHKR ; #

_ section _ . ., e o
(1F) FmoK (1E) PR 5% AUBAENES - BEAR ELUKRBHEEZRER -
Plain or patterned silk between the opening section, frontispiece, painting/calligraphy,
colophon(s) and end section. Although found in a variety of colors, it is commonly off-
white to beige “rice color” (mi se).
If there is a sequence of intermediary sections, (zheng) ge shui refers/identifies the
sections directly adjacent to each primary component (frontispiece, painting/calligraphy,
colophon(s) and end section).
6 | BIFB7K Fu ge shui zecondary EIFR TR Fu ge jie NTRREKEXEZRE  AREBEZ—REBeRAZ&HE  BEAE  BHREIFRK -
o ection N e e e e
&l FEIK llfm 57 5&  BRERKIERN - WHEBEIFRK -
The secondary section(s) next to the (zheng) ge shui. This is commonly added, in addition
to the (zheng) ge shui, between the opening section and first intermediary section,
and/or between primary components of the handscroll (frontispiece,
painting/calligraphy, colophon(s) and end section). It is typically a colored patterned silk
that creates a gradual shift in tone or color between the opening and first intermediary
sections.
N NE-VANE:- Top and bottom FEPEERHGEIENE - E0 - HE)EBEN - ETHEAE  £EERRK -
(Shang/Xia) Bian borders
(F/F) If ';he p(rj'imary lc)?mponcejn':](s)lo: a hzm.islsroll has :order(s), the top and bottom are
referred to as bian, and the left and right as ge shui.
(= / ) /K Left and right & g
(Zuo / You) Ge shui borders
(= / ) FRK
8 | BUF Biezi Toggle / Clasp %5 Cha gian RIFOISHEE - NHAREMMAN/NEE - BIMAER - T 2F - Bl KESM
Al ik B \EF—mERR A0 - FEWER - BlFEN\EFTEFEMER - BhlA
RUZE Bie gian BRIETD  UBRETHR , FEEWEE - lFRUENFEFSHEER
A R JUEFEFELES - WHBEIEHFE L - DI -
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A plain or carved toggle made from various materials including wood, jade, ivory, agate,
or crystal and sewn to the end of a tying cord. The tying cord is wrapped around the
handscroll just over two times and the toggle inserted underneath the cord to keep the
handscroll stationary so that the title strip is facing up.

9 | N\EH Tying cord 8875 Jin dai XM TN\E#E ., 5 T#E, - —RREABRSHFERNIRT  RERSEERK
Ba bao dai / Zhi dai B % ARFENERS  EBENFEARZR - \BRENSER/\ESHEEK -
FiE L . ) , s - PR I . e "
NEF /5 #ERTE zhi jin dai BERN\ETHAFEATNEERERE  AIFEEERTA—ER/N\EEEX MER
A NBIZEE/\E - EIEmRKE -
A tying cord, typically woven with a decorative pattern, used to secure a handscroll and
prevent it from becoming loose. Ba bao (lit. “eight treasures”) refers to a traditional
design motif using eight auspicious treasures. Over time, “eight treasures” cord became a
general term applied to patterned handscroll cords regardless of their actual design
motif. Another common design motif is luohua liushui (lit. “falling flowers and flowing
water”).
10 | X#F Tian gan Stave [B#F Mei gan FEMNRTURKEAR ; PEEERS - UIELN\ET -
PN Bt
o Wooden stave in the general shape of a semi-circle, located at the beginning of the
JERE Mei tie handscroll. It is a rigid support to which the copper staple, tying cord and toggle are
= attached.
EH# Juan gan
BT
&R Juan tie
Eh
SKBE Mi tie
N
11 Copper staple

fHE Tong bi
He

#4H Tong niu
A

FEZMSBEINERLD REEEH - BARBRIK \ETEERTN -

A thin metal wire, typically copper or copper alloy, bent in the form of a staple to which
the tying cord is sewn.
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12 | 7825 i gian Title label 2% 1& Qian tiao TR S AR AR BELEREEBNERE  VEAREIRHEE  BWREEAL
[E %% Mian gian
; A strip of colored or decorative paper inscribed with the title of the scroll and attached to
HE the upper left corner of the cover brocade adjacent to the stave.
ALER Tie gian
fhz
13 | &% Bao shou Cover brocade | ZE& £y shou FENFRENE D  RBEREEIINEEERZ 8558 ;| AltR#EmEMK
2} BE MR EEEE  URARER  BAREMEKENEA -
#HE Zhou shou
g The section on the back of the handscroll that is typically made from silk brocade or
e embroidery. It wraps around and protects the handscroll when rolled, and has a
1Z Biao decorative function.
2
14 | /)\3Z Xiao bian Edging TEEFCSHEEFEPOUR  HEZENBEEE  ELeFERANA—E ;B
2 oo X_H_ H < A
INiA LEih (&= 1 BB R ER (658)48 - thRaSAAEEASh -
Narrow edging along the top and bottom of a handscroll described as either abutted or
wrapped edges. The narrow strips used for the edging are traditionally made from long-
fibered paper or open-weave silk lined with thin xuan paper. The edgings are usually
brown, beige, or light blue colored.
15 | %#F Juan gan Roller FEMAT Shou juan di gan | ARBEFSHERKNVEHTAR - BLUEEBENEARE - hAKE , ERA—
S S S SMls ~ PRMENERE - & S E2 E °
Bt FEMAT B UAEURMIE - DAmERNERE - ERARBETERETEHH
& IO Juan xin gan
. The cylindrical roller(s) at the end of the handscroll to which the roller ends are attached.
BT It can be made from wood or paper. Roller(s) may be made from a single rod or two
4T Zhou gan shorter rods aligned at the ends of the scroll to which the end section paper is adhered.
HHAT
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16 | &0 5 Zhou pian Roller ends #H8 Zhou tou RAREMFERGESIEEMIHE RRKEY - MEZEK . Z2BL B -8F 1§
H A L - KBEME -
A pair of flat and circular discs, with slightly slanted sides, applied to the ends of the
handscroll as decorative elements. These can be made from a variety of materials
including jade, ceramic, ivory, agate, and crystal.
17 | @gFs Folded edge ZRIARKEFS , HRFEEZRE - 82 - "M%  AEEEFNFSE
Zhuan bian shoujuan | "3ndscrel TRE RS RS -
BNFS
A handscroll mounting style identified by the folded back top and bottom edges of the
silk borders commonly associated with a da xiang handscroll. Typically, plain or patterned
silk is used for the surrounding borders and the edges are folded to prevent fraying.
18 |ggFs Abutted edge W2 F5 ZRAFEN L FEGUBEBBERRNAAGIBG  HIEE MW EmiEEs| )

Zhuang bian shou juan

BUOFE

handscroll

Peng bian shou juan
WnF&

8 E0BREZER -

A handscroll mounting style identified by its abutted edge. Narrow strips of colored long-
fibered paper or lined silk are adhered to the verso top and bottom edges of a handscroll.
The strips are folded to the front to create an abutted edge with the edges of the
assembled handscroll, creating a decorative edging.
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19 1 gEFs Wrapped edge | iz ZRAFEN L NEGLUERHAREE - UE "T88, 3 "TaE . - 8ENEX

Bao bian shou juan handscroll Tao bian shou juan RBHZE . IBSEHRE/DHE -
BINFSE BIOFE
LT = A handscroll mounting style identified by strips of thin bast paper wrapped along the top

and bottom edges of an assembled handscroll. This paper strip can protect the edges of
the silk mounting borders from fraying. But, over time the paper can easily separate and
detach so this mounting style is no longer a preferred style.
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R PR EERIER Diagrams of Commonly Seen Handscrolls
(BH 4. 223 Diagram colors do not represent actual handscroll colors)

(1E) ik [5]
(1E) Bk

Intermediary section

Al (6]
FllepN

Secondary Section

I

| ! [
1B 4] #i (3] 9160 ¥ (2] K [1]
b= LT 31 (H) & Rk
End Section Painting Frontispiece Opening Section
k@K [6]
/1 [14] Bk
N Secondary Section
Edging I
| |
HE [4] L (3] 516 (2] KA [1]
HEE [ 51 () & Rk
End Section | Painting Frontispiece Opening Section
I
B (14] (2/45) Wi, (1 F) 3% [7) o
pé (12147 WK, (17 F) i Rk 6]
Edai Left and right borders RS
8ing Top and bottom borders Secondary Section
|
| | |
) o [3] ) ¢ REA [1
%E (4] RERL 4] i ; EE; g [2] fe\[ ]
End Section Colophon Painting Frontispiece Opening Section
1 I
/N [14] |
il (2/47) WK, (L7 F) 8 [7] -
Edging (fe/47) sk, (B/F) il FIfEK (6]
Left and right borders EI BV
Top and bottom borders Secondary Section
|
HE 4] F0 3] ) E 2 -
R B 3 & i
End Section Painting Frontispiece Opening Section
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|
(Z2/4) oK, (L)) 2 (17]
(ZE/4) bgoK, (B/TF) i3
Left and right borders
Top and bottom borders




B [11] R [12] ALH [13] SN [14]

s s aE N
Copper staple  Title Label Cover brocade Edging
INEEAE [ Rk [9] \
INFER | G
Tying cord
i1 [16]
[ LS
Roller ends
B (8] KFF [10] BT [15]
HF KFF B
Toggle / Clasp Stave F427Y 11 Back of the handscroll Roller
R TR BHREE7)]
— il T4 2 A The edge of folded edge handscroll

B TR BHRIE (18]

= T4 %A The edge of butted edge handscroll
B FE SRR [19]
= BN FE 27025032 The edge of wrapped edge handscroll

Paper-lined painting or silk border
Edging
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