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Abby Krause, Colorado Historical Society (May 6”)
“Old Monarch, New Mount”

The “Old Monarch” is a cross section of a cottonwood tree that was cut down in 1883, in
Pueblo, Colorado, two hours south of Denver. The tree slice is a beloved treasure for the
people of Pueblo. The tree was three hundred eighty-eight years old, eighty-eight feet tall,
and had a circumference of twenty-nine feet. The tree slice was previously mounted on a
wooden easel, made with 4x4s. The project, with a budget of $530, was to create a new
mount that could also be used for shipping purposes, as the tree slice had to be moved from
off-site storage, to the main museum. It had previously been on display at the El Pueblo
History Museum and the public had asked about its absence.

The project:
| created a steel mount, keeping the previous angle of display. Through templates, photos,

and measurements | designed and welded the mount at our shop in Denver.

The design:
| wanted to create a sturdier mount, putting the collections staff at ease. | also wanted the

ability to drive a forklift and palette jack under the mount, so that the Pueblo staff could move
the tree slice without hiring art handlers. Finally | wanted to design a mount less bulky than
the 4x4 easel.
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