
Endowment for the Humanities, the Museum i s 
assembling a comprehensive photo archive of the 
19th Century Near East, and welcomes informatio n 
about c o l l e c t i o n s of h i s t o r i c a l photographs from 
North A f r i c a to Asia Minor, east to Afghanistan, 
as w e l l as the t r a d i t i o n a l Holy Land and the 
Arabian Peninsula. The period of i n t e r e s t spans 
the announcement of the i n v e n t i o n of photography 
i n 1839 to the advent of the snapshot camera, 
around World War I. For more information contact: 
Dr. Carney Gavin, Curator,or Ms. Ingeborg O ' R e i l l y , 
Photo A r c h i v i s t , Semitic Museum, 6 D i v i n i t y Avenue, 
Cambridge, MA 02138. (617-495-4631) 

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION provides l i m i t e d 
support for the improvement of systematic anthro-
p o l o g i c a l research c o l l e c t i o n s , i n which objects 
are u n i f i e d by a c e n t r a l theme and which may be 
extremely valuable f o r research purposes. The 
Anthropology Program of the D i v i s i o n of Behavioral 
and Neural Sciences administers t h i s e f f o r t and i n 
1980 w i l l consider proposals f o r c o l l e c t i o n s that 
are i n c r i t i c a l need of r e s t o r a t i o n . Grants, i n 
the $10,000 to $50,000 range are designed to rem-
edy past neglect and to enhance the a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of such c o l l e c t i o n s f o r s c i e n t i f i c research. Funds 
may be requested f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of f r a g i l e 
or unstable a r t i f a c t s , storage, or f o r i n c r e a s i n g 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y through c a t a l o g i n g . 
Short-term support for conservators or other tech-
n i c a l a s s i s t a n t s and small sums f o r renovation of 
e x i s t i n g space are a l s o a v a i l a b l e . Contact: Mary 
Greene, Associate Program D i r e c t o r f o r Anthropology, 
National Science Foundation, Washington, D. C. 
20550. 

THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION has rec-
ommended a mandatory flammability standard f o r 
upholstered f u r n i t u r e , PFF 6-78, despite strong 
industry opposition . The proposed standard r e -
quires f a b r i c manufacturers to c l a s s i f y f a b r i c s 
i n t o one of four categories (A, B, C, D), with 
Class A f a b r i c s the most r e s i s t a n t to i g n i t i o n 
by c i g a r e t t e s and Class D the l e a s t r e s i s t a n t . 
Then, because the f l a m m a b i l i ty of upholstered 
f u r n i t u r e i s a f f e c t e d by i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n as w e l l 
as the m a t e r i a ls used, f u r n i t u r e manufacturers 
must b u i l d mock-ups, cover them with the f a b r i c s 
they intend to use, and drop l i g h t e d c i g a r e t t e s 
on the surface. JOE COLUMBUS notes that the r u l e s 
would not e f f e c t o l d t e x t i l e s , but would l i m i t the 
v a r i e t y and choice of new m a t e r i a l s used i n h i s -
t o r i c r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s. He a l s o expressed concern 
about the e f f e c t s of chemical flame and s o i l r e -
tardants on the permanence of f a b r i c s . Ms. Adriana 
B i t t e r , v i c e president of Scalamandre, a f i n e 
t e x t i l e house, f e e l s that the standard would hurt 
r e s t o r a t i o n work by c u t t i n g back the reproduction 
of f a b r i c s . "The mass-produced items could con-
tinue and work around the problem, but the hand 
screened t e x t i l e s that are p r i n t e d with d i r e c t 
c o l o r s and then glazed, the heavy cottons, and 
the heavy l i n e n s , would a l l be d r a s t i c a l l y e f f e c t e d , 
i f not t o t a l l y e l i m i n a t e d . " F i n a l vote on the 
standard i s not expected u n t i l December, 1979. The 
Decorative Fabrics A s s o c i a t i o n has h i r e d the law 
firm of Nicholson and Carter, 21 Dupont C i r c l e , 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 to monitor the 
regulation's progress. For more information c a l l : 
Mr. Nicholson or Mr. Lavine at 202-785-5050. 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR STATE AND LOCAL 
HISTORY i s pleased to announce the c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of i t s Consultant Service, supported by the 
National Museum Act as administered by the 
Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n . The AASLH Consultant 

Service o f f e r s assistance to museums and h i s -
t o r i c a l s o c i e t i e s which have a c t i v e programs and 
need general help with long-range planning or 
s p e c i f i c advice on a museum-related problem. 
To q u a l i f y f or the program, an applicant i n s t i -
t u t i o n must have exhausted other sources of help 
and have budgetary circumstances that prevent 
b r i n g i n g i n an outside expert of the c a l i b e r 
needed to solve the problem. Under the terms 
of the s e r v i c e , r e c i p i e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s are 
s e l e c t e d by a s p e c i a l AASLH screening committee. 
They can receive one- or two-day v i s i t s by 
recommended consultants who w i l l advise on 
t o p i c s as far-ranging as conservation, e x h i b i t 
design, record keeping, r e s t o r a t i o n , and general 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Cost of the Consultant 
Service to the r e c i p i e n t i n s t i t u t i o n varies with 
the i n s t i t u t i o n ' s budget, but i n a l l cases, 
AASLH pays the consultant's p r o f e s s i o n a l fees. 
Museums with operating budgets of l e s s than 
$50,000 per year pay l o c a l expenses as well as 
one-half consultant t r a n s p o r t a t i o n expenses. 
Consultant Service a p p l i c a t i o n s are screened 
i n January, A p r i l , J u l y and October. For 
a p p l i c a t i o n forms and f u r t h e r information about 
the AASLH Consultant Service contact: 
Consultant Service, AASLH, 1400 Eighth Ave., 
So., N a s h v i l l e , TN 37203. 

The s t a f f of the SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF ART 
CONSERVATION LAB i s working on a 30-minute 
educational f i l m on the care and handling of 
p a i n t i n g s . I t i s designed f o r museum personnel, 
preparators and c u r a t o r s , and w i l l i l l u s t r a t e 
the basics of proper examination, handling and 
packing of o b j e c t s , p a i n t i n g s , e t c . I t w i l l be 
completed by the F a l l 1979. 

In February, we announced the opening of THE 
TEXTILE CONSERVATION WORKSHOP i n South Salem, 
N.Y. CARMELA SIMONS opened THE TEXTILE 
CONSERVATION WORKSHOP i n Davis, C a l i f o r n i a i n 
1977. There i s no connection between the two 
concerns. 

PEOPLE 

With the c l o s i n g of the P a c i f i c Conservation 
Centre of the Canadian Conservation I n s t i t u t e , 
URSUS DIX and BARBARA KEYSER have joined the 
conservation s t a f f at the National Gallery of 
Canada, BARRY BYERS now at the Vancouver Art 
G a l l e r y and ERIC LAWS0N has s e t t l e d i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia . . . SCOTT 0DELL gave a t a l k on 
"Musical Instrument Conservation at the 
Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n " at the Center for 
Archaeometry, Washington U n i v e r s i t y i n A p r i l . . 
. LUIS NERI ZAGAL w i l l conduct a "Conservation 
and Restoration Intensive Workshop at Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y . . . ROBERT A. McCARROLL has 
accepted the p o s i t i o n of Paper Conservator at the 
Montreal f4useum of Fine Arts . . . BENITA 
DUMPIS now at Museum of C u l t u r a l History, Uni-
v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a . . . LILY HAYEEM has 
l e f t the J.P. Getty Museum to enter p r i v a t e 
p r a c t i c e . . . CHARLES A.E. BRANDT now at CCI . 
. . BETTE LANE married Carlo Tomberli of F l o r -
ence, I t a l y and w i l l work as a conservator there 
. . . SUZANNE HOLM has been sent by the Musee 
d'Quebec to study with DENNIS and JANICE D0BS0N 
i n A r l i n g t o n , VA . . . KARL BUCHBERG has accept-
ed the p o s i t i o n of paper conservator at the 
Municipal Archives of the C i t y of New York . . . 
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